
 
Instructor: Dr. S.M. Tillotson                 494-3364 
Office: rm.1173, McCain             e-mail: stillots@dal.ca 

 

Class times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:35 to 3:55 in Dunn 101 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 10:00-11:15, Fridays 1:30 to 3:00, or by appointment 
 

HIST 2615.03 / GWST 2301.03 

Making Gender 
male and female from the American Revolution to the present 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course surveys the changing definitions and meanings of gender in the cultural world of the modern West, from 
about 1776 (the beginning of the American Revolution) to about 1976 (the immediate past of the present). The 
course materials provided and the essay research that you do will lead you to reflect on your commonsense 
assumptions about what it means to be male or female, masculine or feminine, in ways that connect with a variety of 
other social identities. Those assumptions are in part the legacy of the events and traditions covered in this course. 

Please note: Some topics covered in this course, especially those concerning sexuality, can prompt strong emotional 
reactions. I will make every attempt I can to be considerate of diverse feelings and sensitivities among the students, 
and I ask all of you to be similarly considerate to each other. I also urge you to be willing to be exposed to what may 
seem to you be (or may in fact be) anti-men or anti-women or otherwise disturbing concepts or language or images. 
These occur in both the topics we study and in the language of historians. Part of our task in this course will be to 
analyse and explain these sometimes ugly, sometimes just annoying facts of our history and historical writing. We 
cannot and should not ignore our emotional reactions to these facts, but in the spirit of scholarship, we must think 
about and examine our reactions and not only express them. Please talk to me if you find something in my 
presentation or some other feature of the course’s climate uncomfortable. I will respond to your concerns as best I can.  

 

REQUIRED TEXT 
Keough and Campbell, Gender History: Canadian Perspectives. 

(This book is available at the Bookstore in the SUB.You will need it for mid-term and final exam material, for 
readings that will be discussed in Thursday classes, and as a source of leads for the research essay 
assignment. Sharing a copy might be feasible.) 

 

DOCUMENTS FOR SHORT ESSAY ASSIGNMENT 
Links to the two articles you will be comparing for your short essay assignment are available on Brightspace on the 
Contents page. 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
Note concerning Academic Accommodation Policy: Students may request accommodation as a result of barriers 
experienced related to disability, religious obligation, or any characteristic protected under Canadian human rights legislat ion. 

Students who require academic accommodation for either classroom participation or the writing of tests and exams 
should make their request to the Advising and Access Services Center (AASC) prior to or at the outset of the regular academic 
year. Please visit www.dal.ca/access for more information and to obtain the Request for Accommodation form. 

A note taker may be required as part of a student’s accommodation. There is an honorarium of $75/course/term (with 
some exceptions). If you are interested, please contact AASC at 902-494-2836 for more information or send an email to 
notetaking@dal.ca 

 

DUE DATES 
Short essay: October 4 
Mid term: October 13 
Research essay: November 29 
Final exam: during exam period.  
 

MARK BREAKDOWN AND DESCRIPTIONS 

Short essay -- 20% of final mark. See separate assignment sheet for instructions. 

Research essay -- 35% of final mark. See separate assignment sheet for instructions. 

Mid-term -- 15% of final mark  

http://www.dal.ca/current_students/accessibility.html
mailto:notetaking@dal.ca


• The mid-term will be approximately 45 minutes long, and will take place during the class period on October 13, 
beginning at 2:35. It will combine multiple choice and short answers. You will be given a study guide to help you 
prepare for the test.  

Discussion participation -- 5% of final mark  

• Part of most of the Thursday classes will be discussions of assigned readings from the textbooks. Please come 
prepared with your best “guess” about the main point of the reading, and be prepared to share an observation about 
an aspect of the reading that you found noteworthy. Often, I will ask you to compare something in the reading to your 
own perceptions of current aspects of gender. To record your participation, a sign-in sheet will be circulated in each 
Thursday class.  

Final exam -- 25% of final mark  

• This exam will take place during the exam period. It will be 2 hours long, and will combine multiple choice 
questions, short answer questions, and longer essay questions.The multiple choice and short answer part will cover 
the material since the mid-term, and the essay questions will relate to the whole term, You will be given a study 
guide to assist you in your review of your notes.  

 
 

Please do not buy tickets for travel during the exam period (or allow your family to buy tickets for you!) until after the 

exam date is set by the Registrar. The exam date is usually set before the Thanksgiving weekend 

(http://www.dal.ca/academics/exam_schedule.html) 

 
October 7 is the last day to withdraw from a Fall term course without a W appearing on your transcript. Nov. 14 is the 

final day on which to drop a Fall term course with a W. 

 

 

VARIOUS QUASI-LEGAL BITS 

Plagiarism:  
All students in this class are to read and understand Dalhousie’s policies on plagiarism and academic honesty. 
Ignorance of such policies is no excuse for violations. See the Academic Integrity statement attached to this 
syllabus. And check out the excellent Student Resources at http://www.dal.ca/dept/university_secretariat/academic-
integrity.html. 

Bibliography and citation format:  
Instructions on the required format and conventions can be found at http://www.dal.ca/faculty/arts/history/current-
students/style-guide.html, and in the sections that follow in that Style Guide. 

Letter grade to number grade conversion scale:  
See http://www.dal.ca/faculty/arts/history/current-students/departmental-grade-scale.html. And for more detail, see t 
regulation 17.1 in the Undergraduate Calendar section on Academic Regulations: 
http://www.dal.ca/academics/academic_calendars/Undergraduate_Calendar_2014_2015/Academic_Regulations.ht
ml 

Late penalty:  
While I am prepared to grant short extensions (up to a week) if asked in advance of an assignment’s due date, I 
reserve the right to impose a late penalty of 2 per cent per day from the assignment’s mark on merit if an 
assignment is submitted late (either in relation to the standard deadline or an extended one) without permission and 
without what I think is a good reason.  

 

 

In the Course Schedule, below, “GH” means 
Gender History: Canadian Perspectives. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE  

 

Part 1 Introduction  

Reading: GH 1-10 
Sep 6 Women’s and gender history: the case of the 1950s   
Sep 8 The case of the 1950s, continued 
Sep 13 Concepts in gender history: the case of sex and gender before modernity 
 

http://www.dal.ca/academics/exam_schedule.html
http://www.dal.ca/dept/university_secretariat/academic-integrity.html
http://www.dal.ca/dept/university_secretariat/academic-integrity.html
http://www.dal.ca/faculty/arts/history/current-students/style-guide.html
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http://www.dal.ca/academics/academic_calendars/Undergraduate_Calendar_2014_2015/Academic_Regulations.html
http://www.dal.ca/academics/academic_calendars/Undergraduate_Calendar_2014_2015/Academic_Regulations.html


Part 2 Making Modern Gender  
Sep 15 The separate spheres debate 
Sep 19 More debate about the separate spheres 

Reading for discussion: Horner “Shame on you as men!” (GH 425-32) 
 

Part 3 Gender as sub-culture  
Sep 20 Shaped by their spheres  
Sep 22 Gender culture and gender politics 

Reading for discussion and short essay assignment preparation: Duggan, “The Trials of Alice Mitchell: 
Sensationalism, Sexology, and the Lesbian Subject in Turn-of-the-Centry America” (See class website for 
instructions on how to find this article through Novanet.) 

   

Part 4 Gender and race  

Reading: GH 79-90 
Sep 27 Race, gender, and empire 
Sept 29 Gender, sexuality, and race uplift 

 Reading for discussion: Perry “Autocracy of Love” (GH 96-106) 

 

Part 5 Gender and citizenship  

Reading: GH 123-135 

Oct 4 Gender and Suffrage: remaking the franchise in the 19th century (SHORT ESSAY ASSIGNMENT DUE) 
Oct 6 The Woman Voter: paradoxes of inclusion 

Reading for discussion: Nicholas, “Gendering the Jubilee” (GH 154-62), Unsexed (GH 140-41) 
 

Part 6  
Oct 11 No class   

Oct 13 Mid term, in class 
 

Part 7 Gender and work  

Reading: GH 232-43 
Oct 18 The domestication of women’s work 
Oct 20 Mechanization and manliness.  

Reading for Discussion: Stiles, “Martin Butler, Masculinity, and…” (GH: 110-19)  
 

Part 8 Gender and reproduction GH 166-177 
Oct 25 Historically Contingent Housework 
Oct 27 Markets, Machines, and Self-Management 

Reading for Discussion: Brookfield, “Home Front and Front Line…” (GH: 196-204) 
 

Part 9 Parents making gender 
Nov 1 The Freudians, gender, and mothering 
Nov 3 Twentieth century fathers  

Reading for Discussion: Rutherdale, “Just Nostalgic family men…” (GH 184-95) 

 

Part 10 Gender and sexuality  

Reading: GH 338-344, excerpt from”We Demand” (GH 349-53) 
Nov 15 From sexual liberation to the anti-rape movement 
Nov 17 Forbidden Loves: sexual minorities in the 20th century 

 Reading for Discussion: Dick,“Same Sex Intersections…” (GH: 355-62)  
 

Reading: GH 207-16 
Nov 22 Sexual personae, from closet to queering 
Nov 24 How sex changed   
 

Part 11 Unmaking Gender 

Nov 29 Re-casting gender politics (RESEARCH ESSAY DUE) 
Dec 1 Conclusions, exam review, course evaluation. 
 
 



 

Academic Integrity  

At Dalhousie University, we are guided in all of our work by the values of academic integrity: honesty, trust, fairness, responsibility and 

respect (The Center for Academic Integrity, Duke University, 1999). As a student, you are required to demonstrate these values in all of the 

work you do. The University provides policies and procedures that every member of the university community is required to follow to ensure 

academic integrity. 

What does academic integrity mean? 

At university we advance knowledge by building on the work of other people. Academic integrity means that we are honest and accurate in 

creating and communicating all academic products. Acknowledgement of other people’s work must be done in a way that does not leave the 

reader in any doubt as to whose work it is. Academic integrity means trustworthy conduct such as not cheating on examinations and not 

misrepresenting information. It is the student’s responsibility to seek assistance to ensure that these standards are met. 

How can you achieve academic integrity? 

We must all work together to prevent academic dishonesty because it is unfair to honest students. The following are some ways that you can 

achieve academic integrity; some may not be applicable in all circumstances. 

• Make sure you understand Dalhousie’s policies on academic integrity (http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/Policies/) 

• Do not cheat in examinations or write an exam or test for someone else 

• Do not falsify data or lab results  

• Be sure not to plagiarize, intentionally or unintentionally, for example… 

• Clearly indicate the sources used in your written or oral work. This includes computer codes/ programs, artistic or architectural works, 

scientific projects, performances, web page designs, graphical representations, diagrams, videos, and images 

• Do not use the work of another from the Internet or any other source and submit it as your own 

• When you use the ideas of other people (paraphrasing), make sure to acknowledge the source 

• Do not submit work that has been completed through collaboration or previously submitted for another assignment without permission from 

your instructor (These examples should be considered only as a guide and not an exhaustive list.) 

Where can you turn for help? 

If you are ever unsure about any aspect of your academic work, contact me (or the TA): 

• Academic Integrity website http://academicintegrity.dal.ca/ 

Links to policies, definitions, online tutorials, tips on citing and paraphrasing 

• Writing Centre 

(http://www.dal.ca/campus_life/student_services/academic-support/writing-and-study-skills.html)  

Assistance with learning to write academic documents, reviewing papers for discipline-specific writing standards, organization, argument, 

transititions, writing styles and citations 

• Dalhousie Libraries Workshops (http://libraries.dal.ca/) 

Online tutorials, citation guides, Assignment Calculator, RefWorks 

• Dalhousie Student Advocacy Service (http://studentservices.dal.ca/services/advocacy.html) 

Assists students with academic appeals and student discipline procedures. 

• Senate Office (http://senate.dal.ca) 

List of Academic Integrity Officers, discipline flowchart, Senate Discipline Committee 

What will happen if an allegation of an academic offence is made against you? 

As your instructor, I am required to report every suspected offence. The full process is outlined in the Faculty Discipline Flow Chart 

(http://senate.dal.ca/Files/AIO_/AcademicDisciplineProcess_Flowchart_updated_July_2011.pdf) and includes the following: 

• Each Faculty has an Academic Integrity Officer (AIO) who receives allegations from instructors 

• Based on the evidence provided, the AIO decides if there is evidence to proceed with the allegation and you will be notified of the process 

• If the case proceeds, you will receive a PENDING grade until the matter is resolved 

• If you are found guilty of an offence, a penalty will be assigned ranging from a warning, to failure of the assignment or failure of the class, 

to expulsion from the University. Penalties may also include a notation on your transcript that indicates that you have committed an academic 

offence. Updated August 2011. 
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